
Inclusive Society

"Human is a social animal" and hence it is not possible for human beings to live in isolation.For ages the man has always lived in community to fight the odds of nature. Thus helping each other in dire circumstances and also participating in each others’ memorable moments.  Therefore, society is a place where a group of people live together irrespective of their caste, religion and culture partake of all the happy and sad moments of life together so as to make life easier for everyone. This was the basis for the formation of society.  
Things have changed drastically today.Since, society has been divided by an imaginary line of discrimination based on physical abilities, color, sexual orientation and sometimes religion too. As far as law is concerned, it has given equal rights to all; however the differences lie in the attitude of the people. 
So, there is an urgent need for the concept of “Inclusive society” which is the ideal state of the society from the point of view of present generation.  An inclusive society is a society which encompasses and embraces all the people by providing equal opportunities and rights to them irrespective of their mental and physical disabilities.
The vision of an inclusive society is great but seems idealistic. As the reality is, the people with disabilities are still being discriminated owing to the restricted and superstitious belief system of the masses at large. The mindset of the educated people towards persons who are differently abled is not very encouraging and acceptable. There is a lot of hue and cry about providing equal rights to them, but the motive behind this, is not genuine; it is done with the sole purpose of attaining fame and attention.  Government is providing many opportunities to differently abled persons in all the walks of life, eg: admissions in educational institutions, getting jobs, etc.  But the candidate has to face many problems after this also for pursuing his or her education or job.  People treat such candidates with contempt; as though they have done something wrong.  Compared to previous decades, we are more literate and technologically more advanced today.  But has the mindset of the people also become advanced?The answer is quite obvious.  Actually, we haven’t progressed but regressed!
I realized all this, when I lost my sight at the age of 25.The first time I encountered these problems was, when I had to procure a disability certificate from a government hospital as it became my identity for each and every work. My talent and caliber meant nothing anymore.  I could neither study nor get a job anywhere without the crutches of my disability certificate.  
I wish to convey that let there be no reservation for anyone like me in any walk of life; let the skill and intelligence of every disabled person also be recognized as others of the mainstream.  Yes! I daresay please do not give us any extra privilege. Let us be treated normally. Let everyone stand on an equal platform whether for education or for jobs; but the only thing is that provision of technical and human support for differently abled persons should be easily and freely available so that they can stand equally with others.  
There are many visually handicapped people who wish to pursue education.Many of them try hard and get admission in schools and colleges as it has become easier than earlier; but after working hard and studying for one year, when they need to write in the exams, they don’t find writers. Some educational institutions provide writers for such candidates.  The situation is not very congenial there too.  English medium candidates get writers who are proficient only in Hindi and vice versa.How can such problems be overcome in this materialistic society?
There are a number of examples to prove that although technology has become very ‘disabled friendly’ worldwide; in India, people do not seem to be sensitive enough.For example, many libraries claim to be providing digital books for visually handicapped people; but when some sightless people try to access it, it requires us to enter a ‘capture code’ which is in image and a sightless person cannot fulfill the requisite formality; hence he or she is unable to use the library.Not only this, this problem is also faced while trying to pay an electricity bill or any other essential commodity bill; the user must prove that he or she is not a robot. Another example is that there are very few ATM machines which speak out thus making it difficult for a sightless person to handle it.  
In India, schools are apprehensive to give admission to disabled students as such institutions don’t have accessible environment, proper infrastructure, necessary facilities and trained manpower for the students. It also seems that the educational institutions do not want such students to be a part of the mainstream.
This mindset of the people can be changed only when children will have an inclusive environment for everyone in the society irrespective of differences. In India, out of 3, one person is disabled and still people don’t understand that disability can happen to anyone anytime. The Indian government is trying to create awareness among people by running lots of awareness programs and making public places accessible; but this is not enough as lots of efforts have to be put in by the people as individuals forming a society. This combined effort will actually be able to bring a change.
India is known for its values, generosity and humanity; so let’s realize this and try to change the attitude of people towards disability. The idea of making the society inclusive can only be fulfilled when each and every citizen of India will get equal respect, rights and equal opportunities without being discriminated and on the basis of one’s talent. 
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