
l'. No. ts-Zt lZ0Z$_NFSA
Government of India

Ministry of consumer Affairs, Fnod and pubric Distribution
Department of Food and public Distribution

(NFSA Division)

Room No.4S9, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi_l10001
Dared:07.09,2020

T{r,

I'ri ncipal Secretary/ Secreta ry,
Department of Food & Civil Supplies,
All States/UTs

subiect: Directions to state Governments under section 3B of
security Act for inclusion of disabled persons unrler the National
2013- regarding.

the National Food
Food Security Act,

Ref' : Writ Petition {Civil} No. 3976 af ZA20 filed by Narional Federation of the Blind
before the Hon'ble High Court of Delhi

Madam/ Sir,

Attention is invited to Section 38 of the lr,lational Foocl Security Act, 2013 which
mandates that the central Government may fronr time to time give directions to the state
Covernments as it may consider necessary for effective implementation of the provisions of
the Act and the state covernments shall cornply with such ciirections.

?' In this regard, I am directed to refer to this Department's lerter of even no. dated
24'a7 '?aza,22'08'2A20 & 24.08.2020 on the subject cited above and to say that rhe issue of
inclusion of disabled persons under NFsA has been raised vide writ petition (civilJ No.
3976 af 2020 filed by National Feclerarion of rhe Blind before rhe Flon'ble l{igh Court of
Delhi andStates/UTsarealsoapartyinthecase.Thecasewasheard ona7.0g.Z0Z0andas
per observation of the Hon'ble High Courr of Delhi in the aforesaid case and as per powers
given tCI central Government under section 38 of the Act, the following is directed forfurther compliance by the State Covernments for effective implementation of the
provisions of the Acr:

Contd..../



Disabiliry as separare criteria within the eligibiliry criteria nray be ide ntified by all

States/U'fs for inclusion of persons with disabilify, sutriect to exclusion criteria, for

cc,verage under National Food Security Act, 2A13.

It nray be ensurecl that all the disabled persons, who are eligible as per identification

criterlia of beneficiaries uncler Nf"SA, are covercd under the National Food Security

Act,201"3. Those whr: are not already covered should be covered with fresh ration

cards to be issued as per the existing/revised eligibility criteria that includc

disability as separate criteria.
If a disablecl can(idate is af par with another general candidare, preference should

be given to disabled Person.
It may be ensured that a data base of disabled persons covered under both

caregories viz. AAY & PHFI under NFSA shall be created/rnaintained separately even

for pwDs being covererl as a part of a family. A suitable rnechanism of monitoring

ancl reporting rnay accordingly be put in place for compliance.

No disabled person otherwise eligible shall be denied on the ground that the State

has exhausted its upper limit uncler NFSA. ln case such a situation arises, inclusion

of ciisabled person shall take precedence. l-le nray be given precedence over those

persons who may be either at par or above in terms of consuntption expenditure

criteria.
All the Stafes/UTs shall ensure and dircct rhe concerned District

Administration to put in place an appropriate rnechanism and whole machinery may

be mobilized in a rnission mocle for compliance o[directions made above.

This issues with the approval of Secretary, DFPD,

Yours Sincerely,

[A]icet Tete)

Deputy Secrelary to Coverntrtent of lndia
'l'ele: 0 11 7.a07 .i7'.\5

Copy to : Secretary, Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities for
information.
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